
Sung Worship at the 5pm Service- A Guide 
 


Thank you so much for agreeing to lead the sung worship at our 5pm service! The 5pm is a place of 
creativity, risk-taking, and boldness in the pursuit of relationship with God in the midst of our lives in 
21st century London. As a service it has provided the catalyst for much change and growth at Hope 
church, and it is a privilege to be involved in leading this congregation to worship God. 

 


We want you to feel released, equipped, and empowered to step into your God given talents as you 
lead this congregation. So, in this guide we have sought to provide a little information about the flow 
and direction of the service, which will hopefully be of help when you come to choosing your songs.

 


If you’d like to see the songs that we are currently playing at Hope then head over to Planning Center 
and click on ‘songs’ from the main menu. All of the songs in our library have been scheduled in the 
last year, and make up our current songs list.

 


At the 5pm, we have two blocks of worship: one at beginning and one at the end. In total, there are 
usually 7 or 8 songs in the service, or about 35 minutes. 

 


Before any sung worship occurs, the service leader will read a psalm and possibly say a short prayer, 
you are free to choose to to play softly underneath them or to wait until they introduce the worship to 
begin playing.

 


SET ONE: 
Song 1 
The first song tends to be a declaration song, well known to the congregation and ‘upbeat’. Lyrics 
that invite God to meet with us or celebrate who he is and what he’s done go well here. 

 


Songs 2, 3 and 4 
For the rest of the first set, it’s up to you. It’s always great when our worship leaders have had a look 
at the readings and theme for the week, and haver prayerfully considered where it is God might be 
leading us. Remember we have a time of ministry later on in the service so although slower, more 
reflective songs are really welcome within the first set, try and keep the quantity of them down to one 
or two. 

 


At the end of the first set, there is a time of the Creed and then prayers. During the Creed, playing 
softly in the background can be nice, but it isn’t compulsory. During the prayers you can discreetly 
take a seat with the rest of the congregation. 

 


SET TWO: 
Song 5 
The second set of worship comes after the sermon, when we will either enter into a time of ministry, 
or into celebrating communion. What you play for the fifth song will depend on which kind of service 
it is.

 


If we are celebrating the eucharist then you need to be the first up to receive then head over to play a 
distribution song. The congregation will not be singing, for the most part, during this song, but 



instead be receiving communion or sitting and contemplating, so choose something that you feel 
confident to lead alone. Distribution can be a lengthy process or relatively short, depending on the 
attendance on any given weekend therefore this song needs to be something that is extendable or 
repeatable as far as is needed. When most have received feel free to ask the congregation to stand 
and join in. 

 


If it is not a communion week you will need to be ready to lead straight after the sermon, so stay 
alert! Often the preacher will overtly invite the band up towards the end of the message, or will pray 
to end, which is taken as a covert sign for the same. This fifth song is the beginning of any ministry 
time that the service leader or preacher may be leading, so choose something sensitive to this fact. 
Ministry may continue throughout this entire second set, so you will need to keep an eye open for 
the service leader should they want to interject to pray or offer a chance to respond etc. 

 


Song 6 
If there is no communion, the sixth song will be much like the fifth, sensitively providing space for 
both congregational worship, and ministry as required. However, if we have shared communion then 
it is worth noting that the sixth song will be gathering us back together for the first time since 
receiving the eucharist. 

 


Song 7 
This is the last song in the service. It works best to stick to something more well known by the 
congregation so we finish well and truly drawn together. If possible, choose something that has a 
definite ending so that the service feels as though it has run its course when the service leader 
comes up to pronounce a blessing. 

 


Having said that, from time to time, and at the discretion of the service leader we have a ‘soft’ finish, 
where although the service is over, people are invited to stay and wind down their worship and 
praying more organically. Be prepared to reprise one of the songs you have already played, or 
continue playing the seventh song to a more phased ending if this should happen. 

 


On a more general note, please do have a look at the songs from the week before to avoid too much 
repetition. We try to avoid using more than two songs that were also used the week before. And 
please remember that the songs need to be uploaded to Planning Center 7 days in advance, along 
with their keys and any relevant attachments to help out your band, the service, leader, the 
projectionists and a whole host of others who come together to help our Sundays run according to 
plan.

  


That’s it! We understand that its quite a bit to take in, but we hope that this is a useful guide for you! 
As usual, if you do have any questions, don’t hesitate to ask! We really appreciate all the time you 
guys put into leading our congregations in worship, you’re awesome and we’re so blessed to have 
you!


